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Abstract The title page of the Book of Mormon was most
likely written by Moroni, but in recent years scholars have suggested that Mormon, Moroni’s father,
may have written the first six lines of the title page,
with Moroni writing the rest. However, a more indepth analysis of the text on that page and the specific language that is used provides evidence supporting the notion that the title page was, in fact, written
solely by Moroni.
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poetic parallelism, is a purposeful clarification of the
first. By whom was the book sealed up? How long
would the record be hidden up, and who would
bring it forth? How would the interpretation be
given? It is entirely possible, indeed probable, that
Moroni wrote both statements, not out of redundancy, but to further illuminate the divine destiny of
this important record.
It may be that these two statements were written
by Moroni at different times, as Dr. Sidney B. Sperry
has proposed, although we cannot be certain.10 If
Moroni wrote the first portion of the title page in
a.d. 400 (see Mormon 8:5, 12–14, where Mormon
appears to be ending his record the first time) and
added the rest sometime in the next 20 years, by
then he certainly would have received more understanding concerning the coming forth of the book.
Indeed, he wrote: “The Lord hath shown unto me
great and marvelous things concerning that which
must shortly come, at that day when these things
shall come forth among you. . . . Behold, Jesus Christ
hath shown you unto me, and I know your doing”
(Mormon 8:34–35). This statement would account
for the clarifications given in the last two lines of the
first paragraph of the title page.
It has been suggested that Moroni’s words in
Mormon 8:5—”my father hath made this record,
and he hath written the intent thereof ”—are a direct reference to Mormon’s writing on the title page.
However, Mormon’s final words in Mormon 7 are a
statement of the intent for which the Book of Mormon was written:
For behold, this [the Book of Mormon] is written for the intent that ye may believe that [the
Bible]; and if ye believe that ye will believe this
also; and if ye believe this ye will know concerning your fathers, and also the marvelous works
which were wrought by the power of God among
them. And ye will also know that ye are a remnant of the seed of Jacob; . . . and if it so be that
ye believe in Christ, . . . following the example of
our Savior, . . . it shall be well with you in the
day of judgment. (Mormon 7:9–10; see 5:14–15)

Perhaps the most compelling evidence for
Moroni’s authorship of the entire title page comes
from a study of two unusual words or word combinations that appear infrequently in the Book of Mormon. The word interpretation appears 7 times in the
Book of Mormon text, written once by Nephi and 6

times in the writings of Moroni (Mormon 9:7, 34;
Ether 2:3; 4:5; 15:8; Moroni 10:16). The words seal(ed)
up occur only 14 times in the Book of Mormon, 5
times by Nephi and 9 times in Moroni’s writings
(Ether 3:22–23, 27–28; 4:5; 5:1; Moroni 10:2). Those
expressions do not appear anywhere in Mormon’s
translated writings, yet they do occur in the very
portions of the title page that some scholars have
attributed to both Mormon and Moroni. The distribution of those expressions weighs heavily in favor
of Moroni as the sole author.
There is another issue in considering whether
Mormon wrote the first portion of the title page.
Could the statement “written and sealed up, and hid
up unto the Lord” have come from him? It is clear
from Mormon’s own words that he intended to hide
up all the Nephite records “save it were” the abridged
set of plates he had written (see Mormon 6:6) and
the small plates of Nephi (see Words of Mormon
1:5–6). Mormon did not intend to seal and hide up
these last plates personally, for it was his feeling and
desire that his son, Moroni, would “survive, . . . that
he may write somewhat concerning [the Nephites],
and somewhat concerning Christ” (Words of
Mormon 1:2). Thus Mormon did not envision the
Book of Mormon plates being sealed up or buried
during his own lifetime. Moroni confirmed this
point when, some 16 years after the final NephiteLamanite battle, he declared he would write a few
things that his father had commanded him to write
(see Mormon 8:1, 6; 6:5). It was at this time that
Moroni first mentioned burying or sealing up the
plates (see Mormon 8:4, 14). Fortunately for us,
Mormon’s intuition was right and Moroni lived for
at least 36 years after the final battle. He recorded
much of importance pertaining to the Savior and
his gospel before burying the plates.
Ultimately, all who have taken the time to comment on or study the issue of authorship of the title
page would likely be happy with either Mormon or
Moroni as the author, or even both as coauthors.
However, when the information presented in this
article is joined with what was recognized by earlier
writers, perhaps we might now consider the question
answered definitively: Moroni himself wrote the title
page while faithfully echoing what he had learned
from his father, Mormon. !
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